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The scale is not intended for use with normal children above
the age of eleven, since it does not extend far enough to allow
after this age of a sufficiently fine grading of ability in the upper
reaches.

12. A NEW READING-SCALE: (b) COMPREHENSION
So far we have been dealing with the scale as an instrument
for measuring progress in mechanical reading (or word-recog-
nition). Children should be able to understand as much of
what they read themselves as they can understand of what
is spoken by others. In Appendix II, III (a), will be found a set of
questions which can be used for determining how far children
tested can get at the sense of the sentences read. Comprehension,
it may be said in passing, is a much better (though still imperfect)
indication of general intelligence in young children than the
power to recognize difficult words. Now, in using the scale both
for word-recognition and comprehension we found that as a
rule children could read farther along the scale mechanically
than to the point where their comprehension ceased, but that
a .good many exceptions to this rule occurred. These usually
concerned children who had been badly taught or were suffering
still from the effects of long absence from school due to illness or
other causes. Such children were often able to get at the sense
of what they could not completely read correctly, if a hint of its
meaning was given them. Thus, in using the questions framed
to measure comprehension we gave these children a chance" of
showing to better advantage than they could in mere word-
recognition. Let us look, for example, at the scores of some
children in a class of average age of nine and a half years in a
well-taught school. The figures in the top line show the scores
of the different children in mechanical reading; those below
show their scores for comprehension.

Mechanical reading  .
	32
	28
	32
	14*
	29
	21
	27
	27
	24
	27
	26
	21
	22

Comprehension
	25
	24
	28
	21
	22
	2O
	21
	24
	22
	24
	25
	18
	17

Mechanical reading   .
	15*
	21
	21
	16
	I4*
	18
	24
	16
	15
	15*
	11*
	19
	12*

Comprehension
	XJ
	20
	17
	8
	17
	16
	17
	12
	14
	16
	17
	18
	H

Mechanical leading  .
	19
	15
	14*
	18
	31
	19
	26
	18
	Average: 20-2
				
Comprehension
	12
	13
	24
	15
	27
	17
	20
	16
	[do.     : 1 8-2
				
The scores on the first line are greater on the average than
those below by two. Nothing is seriously wrong when children
can read sentences mechanically the meaning of which they
cannot altogether comprehend. But it is serious if after about